










' Idle Tal es' 

Lady Margaret Russell, Countess of Cumberland. The portrait 
is in the collection at Skipton Castle in Yorkshire, still a 
complete medieval fortress, where she lived as a young bride. 
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For Margaret, the product of this agreement was a joyless existence. 

She came to live in the castle at Skipton, which guarded the pass 

between the high moors leading from Lancashire into Yorkshire, less than 

twenty miles upriver from John's home. The huge semi-fortress of the 

Cliffords' ancestral seat was unlike any house she had known. The thick 
grey stone walls of Skipton Castle were softened inside only by the 

brightly coloured tapestry arrases that hung on them. Sweet-smelling 

rushes on the floor and thick woollen undergarments were a thin 

defence against the bitter cold of the damp winter air. The open fires 

sucked in the draughts. The wild dales and moors, the forbidding 

forests, and the people's accent and speech were strange to her. The 
arrases on the walls celebrated her husband 's ancient family colours in 

battle. Romantic feats of the past meant nothing to this girl, brought up 
to play her part in a new future. In the south it had long been out of 

fashion to live in castles. When her husband went back to London to 




































































